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Анотація. Фундаменти у вигляді суцільної плити широко застосовуються в фундаментобудуванні,
незважаючи на високу матеріалоємність. При цьому в ряді випадків несуча здатність основи зали�
шається недовикористаною. Розглянуто метод зниження зусиль у плитному фундаменті шляхом його
улаштування з окремих елементів, які включаються в спільну роботу на різних етапах зведення будівлі.
Наведено результати напружено�деформованого стану основи та фундаментної плити при включенні
елементів плитного фундаменту в роботу на різних етапах зведення будівлі. Аналіз отриманих резуль�
татів показав, що розглянутий метод поетапного включення плитного фундаменту в роботу дозволяє
істотно знизити зусилля у фундаментній плиті, а відповідно і її матеріаломісткість. Даний метод можна
також використовувати при виправленні нерівномірних осідань і кренів, що виникають уже під час
зведення будівлі.

Ключові слова: регулювання зусиль, плитний фундамент, контактні напруження, нерівномірні
осідання.
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Аннотация. Фундаменты в виде сплошной плиты широко применяются в фундаментостроении, несмот�
ря на высокую материалоемкость. При этом в ряде случаев несущая способность основания остается
недоиспользованной. Рассмотрен метод снижения усилий в плитном фундаменте путем его устройства
из раздельных элементов, которые включаются в совместную работу на различных этапах возведения
здания. Приведены результаты напряженно�деформированного состояния основания и фундаментной
плиты при включении элементов плитного фундамента в работу на различных этапах возведения здания.
Анализ полученных результатов показал, что рассматриваемый метод поэтапного включения плитного
фундамента в работу позволяет существенно снизить усилия в фундаментной плите, а соответственно и
ее материалоемкость. Данный метод можно также использовать при исправлении неравномерных осадок
и кренов, возникающих уже во время возведения здания.

Ключевые слова: регулирование усилий, плитный фундамент, контактные напряжения, неравно�
мерные осадки.



Viktor Iarkin, Hanna Kukhar120

REGULATION FORCES IN SLAB FOUNDATION IN THE PROCESS
CONSTRUCTION OF THE BUILDING

Viktor Iarkin, Hanna Kukhar
Donbas National Academy of Civil Engineering and Architecture,

2, Derzhavina Str., Makiyivka, 86123.
Е�mail: yarkinvv@mail.ru

Received 03 June 2016; accepted 23 September 2016.

Abstract. Slab foundation is widely used in foundation engineering despite the high consumption of materials.
In a number of cases, the bearing capacity of soil of foundation is not enough used. A method for reducing
internal forces slab foundation through creating of separate elements, which are include in the jointly work
at different stages of construction of the building. It has been given the results of the stress�strain state of
the base and the foundation slab when the elements slab foundation included in the work at various stages
of construction of the building. Analysis of the results showed that this method phased inclusion in the work
of the elements slab foundation can significantly reduce the internal forces in it and, consequently, its
consumption of materials. This method can also be used for correction of non�uniform settlements and tilt
arising already during the construction of the building.

Keywords: regulation internal forces, slab foundation, contact pressure, non�uniform settlements.

Introduction

Slab foundation are widely used in modern construc�
tion. This is due to modern high�rise buildings, and
construction on areas with difficult ground condi�
tions. The use of slab foundation allows relatively
evenly distribute the load on a large area of the base.
However, despite the relatively evenly loaded may
occur above permitted tilt caused by the inhomoge�
neity of the soil mass, eccentric vertical loads and
other factors.

In addition, since the minimal sizes of the foun�
dation slab in most cases taken constructively de�
pending on overall dimensions of the building, of�
ten soil foundation base has a substantial margin of
safety.

This work is devoted to the decreasing consump�
tion of materials slab foundation by making fuller
use of the bearing capacity of soil foundation di�
rectly in the zone of the load.

Review

Determination of stress�strain state of the slab foun�
dation is made of the results of a complex joint cal�
culation of «Ground – foundation – buildings» or
as the structure, interacting with deformable gro�
unds taking into account the pre�computed stiff�
ness characteristics of the grounds and buildings [1,
2, 3, 4]. More accuracy is the calculation of the «Gro�

und – foundation – buildings», which is recom�
mended to perform, taking into account the sequence
of the construction of buildings [2]. Increase of ac�
curacy of calculations can better perform design the
construction of the slab foundation and thereby re�
duce its consumption of materials. The accuracy of
the calculation depends on the following factors:

– detailed calculation scheme;
– the adequacy of accepted the calculated model

soil foundation [5, 6];
– physical nonlinearity of soil foundation, materi�

als of slab foundation and overground construc�
tions [4, 7, 8];

– loading history and change calculation scheme
supporting structures in the process construc�
tion of the building [9, 10].

Also reduction consumption of materials of slab foun�
dation can be achieved by the use of a variety of
effective design solutions and technology of making
slabs foundation [11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16]. In this di�
rection special attention should be solutions in
which reduction forces in the foundation is achieved
by changing the diagram of contact pressure [12,
13, 15, 16, 17, 18]. Change diagram of contact pres�
sure can be:

– making of foundation slab of variable stiffness [12];
– making in the level of foundation base open py�

ramidal cavities, allowing to increase the con�
tact area with increasing settlements [13];
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– changing calculation scheme of the foundation
slab by introducing hinge joints [15] or defor�
mation seams [16];

– the use of easily deformable inserts [17] or an
intermediate preparation of variable stiffness
[18].

Main information

This article presents a method of reducing the inter�
nal forces in slab foundation through its making of
separate elements, which are included in the joint
work at different stages of construction of the build�
ing. Slab foundation is divided by temporary defor�
mation seams on the supporting elements and the
span elements. The supporting elements may be
formed as a monolithic reinforced concrete strip
foundations for a building wall or in the form of
individual columnar foundations under columns.
Between the support elements are performed the
span elements in the form of monolithic reinforced
concrete slabs. Between the supporting elements and
the span elements of the slab foundation placed tem�
porary deformation seams width 0.7–1.0 m. Their
technology can adopt a similar temporary contrac�
tion joints p. 6.17 [2].

Inclusion the span elements in the joint work is
performed by filling the monolithic concrete in tem�
porary deformation seams.

Time of  inclusion the span elements into the
joint work of the slab foundation is selected from
the conditions optimum use of the bearing capacity
and deformability of the base under the supporting
elements. As the selection criteria may be used:

– the contact pressure at the base of the supporting
element reaches certain value. This may be the
level of pressure that exceeds the value of the
design resistance of foundation soil defined for
the width of the supporting element;

– the settlement of the supporting element reaches
certain value � s’. The thickness of the span
elements of slab foundation can be reduced on
the value predicted settlement of supporting
elements at the time of their inclusion in the joint
work.

Temporary deformation seams in the slab founda�
tion is expedient to arrange in locales minimum bend�
ing moments. In this case, additional local upper and
lower reinforcement can be terminated in the place
of temporary deformation seams. Respectively the

temporary deformation seams will cross only the
main continuous reinforcement.

Reinforcement bars passing continuously thro�
ugh temporary deformation seams, can be performed
with bending compensation that will allow them to
include in the work only after reaching a certain
difference in the settlements of the supporting ele�
ments and the span elements of slab foundation.

Initially, the load is perceived only supporting
elements of the foundation slab, and at a certain stage
of construction of the building is include in the work
the span elements, after which the construction of
the building continues. At the same time as the load
increases under the base the supporting element is a
transformation diagram of contact pressure (Fig. 1a)
from the saddle to the parabolic type [19]. After
inclusion in the work the span elements is occurs a
redistribution of internal forces in elements of the
slab foundation and further transformation diagrams
contact pressure (Fig. 1b).

At its core, this method is a pre�planned strength�
ening strip or pier foundation by transforming them
into a slab, which is sometimes used in the super�
structure and reconstruction of buildings [20, 21,
22, 23].

To determine the stress�strain state of the slab
foundation, created by this method, it is necessary
to consider the history of the loading of the «Gro�
und – foundation», and gradual change of design
scheme of bearing structures [9, 10]. At pressures
under the supporting elements of the slab founda�
tion larger than the corresponding design resistance
of foundation soil must also take into account the
non�linearity of soil deformation.

For the qualitative assessment of the effect of
phased inclusion the span elements on stress�strain
state slab foundation performed a series of compar�
ative calculations. Compared the results of the
stress�strain state of elements included in the joint
work at different stages of construction of the build�
ing, with the results obtained for a continuous slab
foundation.

The calculations were performed in the software
Plaxis, which allows to consider the gradual change
in the design scheme at different stages of construc�
tion of the building.

The calculations regarded cross section of the
foundation slab, consisting of four of supporting ele�
ments and three the span elements connecting foun�
dation into a single monolithic block (Fig. 2).
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The calculations are performed in the conditions
of plane strain that is not strict solution for slab
foundation, but for qualitative assessment the accu�
racy of the results is sufficient. At a ratio of of length
to width of the slab foundation, greater than or equal
to two, is allowed perform a joint calculation slab
interacting with a deformable base as a plane prob�
lem [2]. In this case when calculating the in the
transverse direction base and slab foundations ac�
cept working in conditions of plane strain.

As the calculation model soil foundation used
model Mohr�Coulomb.

The bases is a homogeneous mass of soil, with
the following main characteristics (γ  = 18 кN/м3,
Е = 15 МPа, ν = 0.3, с = 20 kPа, ϕ  = 18°).

The thickness of the slab foundation – 1 m. Ma�
terial of foundation – heavy concrete class B20.
Foundations modeled by rods finite elements with
corresponding stiffness.

The loading was carried out through the sup�
porting elements of the slab foundation. The incre�
ment of the load was performed in stages to a value
of the design load. The inclusion of the span ele�
ments of slab foundation in joint work was made at
various stages of loading (from 50 to 90 % value of
the design load).

The calculation results

 On the results calculations were obtained diagrams
shadings of stresses and strain in the basis of the slab
foundation.

Shadings of settlements of the bases for the de�
sign load for a continuous slab foundation, as well as
for phased inclusion of the elements is shown in
Fig. 3.

The relative change of the bending moments and
the settlements in the support section and the span
section of slab foundation, depending on the stage
inclusion of the span elements in the work are shown
in Fig. 4. The bending moment M

sf
  and settlement

S
sf
  in relevant sections of the continuous slab foun�

dation taken as 100 %.

Conclusion

1. Phased inclusion in the work the span elements
of the slab foundations can significantly reduce
the internal forces in the slab foundations. In
this case, the later is included in the work ele�
ments span the less they are bending moments.
Bending moments in the span section of the slab
foundation thus can be reduced several times
and thus significantly reduced consumption of
materials.

2. Reducing the bending moments takes place not
only in the span elements of the slab founda�
tions, but in the supporting elements. This phe�
nomenon is explained by the transformation
diagram of contact pressure under the base foun�
dations after the formation of zones of limit equi�
librium under the edges of the supporting ele�
ments.

Figure 1. Distribution of contact pressure: a) separate work of supporting elements and the span elements of slab
foundation; b) joint work of supporting elements and the span elements of slab foundation; 1 – the supporting
elements of slab foundation; 2 – the span elements of slab foundation; 3 – temporary deformation seams; 4 – main
continuous reinforcement; 5 – monolithic concrete; 6 – diagram contact pressure under the supporting element at
pressures less than the initial critical pressure; 7 – diagram contact pressure under the supporting element at
pressures higher than the design resistance of foundation soil; 8 – diagram contact pressure after inclusion in the
work the span elements.

a) b)
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a) b)

c) d)

Figure 3. Shadings settlements after applying the design load: а) continuous slab foundation; b) inclusion the span
elements in the joint work  at a load 50 % of design load; c) at a load 70 % of design load; d) at a load 90 % of design
load.

3. Pressure on the foundation base is distributed
less evenly, increased under the supporting ele�
ments, and decreased under the span elements. It
makes better use of the bearing capacity of the
base directly under the supporting elements.

4. Settlements the supporting elements of the slab
foundation is higher than the span elements in
this regard is recommended to provide them pre�
liminary rise.

5. When building in difficult ground conditions
there is the probability of non�uniform settle�
ments and tilt are already in the process of con�
struction of the building. In this case, possible a
partial or complete correction of non�uniform
settlements encountered during construction, by
including in work the span elements of slab foun�
dation in areas with less settlements at later stage
the construction of the building.

Figure 2. Cross section of the slab foundation: 1 – the support element; 2 – the span element; 3 – temporary
deformation seams filled a monolithic concrete.
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